
 

November 17, 2019 

Call to order:  2:32pm 

Facebook Live today 

Today’s topics:  Child Sex Trafficking and 2020 Census 

First Guest: Nevada Attorney General, Aaron Ford 

Child sex trafficking is easy to think it happens only in foreign countries (like in the 
movie Taken). The reality is it is real and growing in our nation, in our state, and in 
our city. 40.3 million victims worldwide and sex trafficking is notoriously under 
reported. This number is equivalent to 13 times our states population. 

Sex trafficking threatens the very heart of the American promise of freedom.  Victims 
are forced outside of their safety, friends, community, and their own bodies. Their 
bodies are not afforded autonomy. This is a crime against humanity and dignity. 

This year, we’ve held at least 2 summits and many conversations with groups to figure 
out how to work together with experts to eradicate sex trafficking.  Find best 
practices – look into what others are doing. 



We need to know what drives human trafficking to be more effective in stopping 
trafficking. Be more familiar with signs to better identify victims. 

Legislation: has ombudsman in AG office handling sexual violence, domestic violence, 
sex trafficking, and more. 

Need to stand up for the vulnerable – protect our children.  Average age of victims is 
12-14, but can start as early as 9.  30,000 children per year in the US lured into sex 
trafficking.  Targeting younger and younger as they are less likely to have HIV. 

New legislation enhances punishments, gives more tools, such as can now do sting 
operations, more tools to fight and more tools to be supportive to victims.  This is a 
non-partisan issue. 

AG office also supports legislators creating legislation against traffickers.  Going after 
businesses that masquerade as legitimate: example recently closed massage parlor.  
Go after tax prep business that prey on vulnerable immigrant communities – 
pretending to do legal services. 

Early October, held the Demand Reduction Law Enforcement Prosecution Summit – 200 
law enforcement agencies, health care workers, and experts – discuss best practices – 
get training on the use of technology.   

Now work with Department of Health and Human Services to develop a protocol for 
hospitals, emergency rooms, urgent care facilities and EMTs to identify signs of 
victimization.  Also formed Human Trafficking Task Force to enforce state statutes and 
outreach to casinos, hotels, and high schools. 

In January 2020, sponsoring with the Nevada Trucking Assn and Sands Assn, a human 
trafficking fundraiser for the Victims Contingency Account. 

We need to be proactive instead of reactive.  We need to protect the most vulnerable 
– LGBTQ youth and immigrant communities – provide services that provide alternatives 
to living on the street. 

President’s message: 

Intro of board 

Treasurer’s report: beginning balance: $3518.81 – income: $70 (new  memberships, 
donations); expenses: $24 for Square Space – ending balance: $3564.81 

Thrilled with Virginia victory – now there’s a competition with AZ to be 38th state (AZ 
state senator, Victoria Steele put in bill) 

December 13th – Nevada NOW holiday party from 6-8                                                                         
Tea with Alice and Me – Saturday, March 28 – 5pm – tickets in Jan/Feb                                                



2020 NOW Conference – June 5-7 – in DC – with Feminist Majority to celebrate 100th 
anniversary of the 19th amendment. 

Guest speaker: Arlene Alvarez, 2020 Census Partner Specialist 

Need support of community to be successful. 

“Count everyone once, only once, in the right place” “Shape your future, Start here” 
US Cencus  2020 

Census has been taken every 10 years since 1790 – count includes entire US and 
territories. It includes lots of personal information but is protected by law under Title 
13 and 26 – kept confidential for 72 years by tested cyber security.  Census employees 
have to take oath of confidentiality. 

Opportunities to answer online, mail, or by phone – non-response triggers knock on 
door – self response begins March 12, 2020 – Census day is April 1,2020 - final count to 
President by 12/31/20 

Non response is most frequent near college campuses – we should be counted where 
we live most of the year 

Why does it matter: Nevada received over $6 billion due to census and gained 
representative seat. 

Used for reapportionment and redistricting – businesses, non-profits and emergency 
services use census results – used by city planners 

Children under 5 most difficult to count – usually undercounted.  Everyone living in 
home no matter the relationship.  Difficult to count LGBTQ community as gender 
questions are binary. 

Framing hard to count: hard to locate, hard to interview, hard to persuade, hard to 
contact. Dolores Huerta was in Nevada to help with undocumented population 

Hard to count populations: LGBTQ, the homeless, renters, under age 5, 
undocumented immigrants, people not fluent in English, ages 18-24, tribal members, 
people with disabilities, people distrustful of government, rural communities 

Do help people understand the importance of the census – do provide access to 
computers – do provide language assistance - Don’t go door to door 



ACLU organizer, Mia 

Making us aware of the Rights for All campaign – questioning all candidates on civil 
rights issues and asking for pledges – more info at Rightsforall.org 

Christina Vela, CEO, St. Jude’s Ranch for Children (Boulder City, Nevada) 

Not associated with St Jude’s Hospital – been in Boulder City for 53 years 

Community dedicated to Hope and Healing 

Mission: transforming the lives of abused and at-risk children, young adults, and 
families by empowering them to create new choices and new hope in a caring 
community 

Vision: To break the cycle of abuse and neglect by mending spirits and renewing hope 

Programs are one of a kind – the last campus taking care of abuse and neglect.  
Parenting pregnant teens 

Provide a safe and high quality home environment and individual holistic care – 10 
homes – accredited by CC Dept of Family Services – these homes are homes with a 
house parent, not group homes 

Transitional living – designed to integrate youth (15-18) into society with important 
life skills as they prepare to age out of foster care system. 

Preserving sibling bonds of children separated within the foster care system through 
special events and activities 

Supportive housing: serving homeless young people with high quality housing, 
intensive case management, mentorship and support services (we are #3 in youth 
homelessness - #1 is Los Angeles, #2 Oakland) 

Rapid Re-Housing: assisting homeless single parents with children or families with 
housing in their own community apartment. Family support, education, employment 
strengthen relationships – scholarship program – post secondary education support 

The Intersection: result of unaddressed trauma – balance the negativity with 
protective measures 

Trafficking outcome – unloved, unseen – Pimps are manipulators – bad gets normalized 

Need to take care of abused and neglected children before it compounds 

Juvenile detention is only place for minors that are victims of sex trafficking – they 
need specialized care. 



St Jude’s Ranch for Children has plans for Healing Center and in process of raising 
funds. 

It will be an emergency shelter – diversion from Juvenile Detention Center – 
desperately needed alternative. 

There will be 6 homes – for 45 kids – it will have nature, fresh air, soul healing, on site 
school, ability to de-program and reprogram – build skills, job training. 

More info at www.stjudesranch.org 

A big thank you to all of our guests – videos of entire meeting available on Nevada 
NOW Facebook page. 

Meeting adjourned at 4:03pm 

Respectfully submitted,  

Sue Burtch, Secretary 

http://www.stjudesranch.org



